Long-term arterial patency after coronary reperfusion.
Coronary reocclusion is a frequent event after reperfusion and may be responsible for the deterioration of left ventricular function. It may occur early as well as in the chronic phase after hospital discharge. Current, evidence based, strategies to prevent reocclusion include antiplatelet and anticoagulant agents as well as the use of intracoronary stenting in those patients who are treated by PTCA. The combination of aspirin and ticlopidine adds on the results of stenting. Further treatments are currently investigated and may significantly improve the long-term coronary patency.